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Please process this as my

     NO

response to "00-0428 - LB on Paper subscription service for J4 documents".

I have three related reasons for this:

1) Given NCITS most recent response to a J4 member concerning their request

to receive a "waiver" of the annual fee; and

2) Given recent private email that I received from a "relatively new"

observer of the COBOL standardization effort reporting to an interested group

on the apparently increasing failure of that effort and its relationship to

(in their words),

  "Perhaps the biggest killer is that WG4/J4 are EXCLUSIVE clubs - not in the

sense that you've been to the right school BUT that you have the bucks to

swan around the universe paying member fees, airline and hotel accommodation.

Some like Wim Ebbinkhuijsen and Bill Klein are dedicated and shell out from

their own pockets."

 and; given

3) Other actions and inactions taken by NCITS in the past year,

I cannot support any new cost to participation in the COBOL standardization

effort and especially none that would "profit" NCITS.

Having said this, I do suspect that this letter ballot may pass and that I

will be forced to either use an online distribution system which I have

already found does not meet my participation needs or to pay for the

subscription service.  I assume I will purse the latter, but cannot and will

not do so without expressing my prior objection.

